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then make  an extra charge for those who will  not  use
them.

There is also room for a new type of standard code tele-
gram (like the war-time airgrams) which could be phoned
through to the Post Office nearest the place where the tele-
gram had to be delivered, cutting out much of the administra-
tive work involved in the present telegraph service. We also
need credit card facilities for all postal services. The present
telephone credit card has now been in operation for some
years, and there is no reason why a person possessing one
should not be able to use it to purchase stamps or any other
service the Post Office offers and be billed through his tele-
phone account.

Another great area for development lies in the Post Office
Savings Bank. GPO experience in this field goes back over
many years and if the GIRO credit transfer system were intro-
duced in this country it would enable the POSB to cater for
the needs of millions of people who would like to have a bank
account and whom the joint stock banks are themselves now
trying to woo. Since the TUG first advocated it nearly 40
years ago, the Post Office has become the agent for cashing
vouchers for millions of pensions and other benefits. If these
could be paid directly into Post Office Savings Accounts the
mechanical work would be immeasurably reduced. Recipients
could then draw out the money as and when they needed it,
and any money they left in their accounts would automatically
become a part of our national savings*

Similiarly the telephone service could be vastly improved.
Quite apart from the much more rapid expansion of the ser-
vice, the Pt>st Office should be allowed to enter into the field
of developing, manufacturing and renting the specialised tele-
phone equipment now largely supplied by private manufac-
turers. This would bring economies in servicing and engineer-
ing staff and make the telephone service more profitable.
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